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The earliest settlement of this part of Chester District took

place in 1750-51, by a few emigrants from Pennsylvania and Virginia.

Among

these were Hugh and John McDonald with thelr families.  Hugh

settlled where Mrs. Moore now lives, on Little Rocky Creek, Tive miles
from Catholic church. John settled-a plantation known as Davis
Wilsdnis, at the south of Bull Run on Big Rocky Creek. He and hnis
wife fwere both killed in 1761 by the Cherokee Indians, and their

sevel

children carried off. (See Mrs. Ellet's 3rd Vol. Wonen of the

Revolution - article by Catherine Steele: "The night succeéaing this-
the dcalping of Barbara McKenny ~ preparations for hostile dction was

going

Rocky

on also at Steele's Fort . The Cherokees had passed. over to
Creek and still intent on-rapine and bloodshed, had stopped at

the hHouse of John icDaniel whom they killed, with his wlfe, and carried
away |captive seven children, the eldest & girl fifteen years of age.
The .outraged settlers v.ere not slow in collecting a party of 10 or 12
mgn %o| pursue them. Thomas Steele , the leader, was vwell calculated
for the service, having been an Indian Trader and being acquzinted
with [their language. The party followed the. trail almost to the
borders of the Cherokee nation. They came upon the savages at lensth,
in dgad of the night, assaulted and comnleuely routed themn. One of
the white men, Thomas Garett of Rocky Creek, chanced to kill the , :
Indian|who had tomahavked Mrs. McKenny and found the scalp in his shot’

bag.

Other bloody trophies were recovered to carry back to the Zriends

of the| murdered, and then placing the children on their horses, the men
retreced their steps homeward. The joy of the poor little captives at
the $ight of Tamiliar faces was more than reward enough for their de-
liverance. They had no parents to welcome them home, but their uncle,
Hugh|McDaniel received them." ) .

corre
Charl
Asso¢

In 1755 there was a considerable increase in the settlement By
spondence to Ireland and there commenced an emigration by way of
eston. The settlers were a mixed mass as to religion, they were

iate Reformed, Presbyterians and seceders. Rev, William Rich-

ardspn of Waxhaw was the only minister withih a hundred miles, and”™

they

applied to him to supply them with preaching. He consented and

direpted them to build a church, as he would preach to them week days
the first preaching day was Monday. He named the church, which they

builg

according to his directions, Catholic. It is situated 15 miles

southeast from Chester Court House, near Rocky Mount Road. See Dr.
Eowe|'s History Presbyterian Church. :

Rev. William Martin emigrated from Ireland at least as early as

he was the first Covenanter preacher in the settlement. I hzave
ter in my p0353381on from Henry dMalcolm and Margaret Malcolm,

ten to his son-in-law, John Lin, in which they refer to Mr. Martin

Ing over here in this Rocky Creek settlement; this letter is
May 30, 1773, in answer to one frcm his son-in-law; the referzrce
{ Martin is in these words, "iwe hear it reported here that Mr.

in and his Covenanters had ill getting their land and that John
ran was the occasion of all their troubler, I suppose the reason,
hls trouble about land was that they expected to settle all down

together, in a colony, but such was then the situation of the
y that they had to scatter and select lands at a considerable
ice from each other. They were entitled to bounty lands, 100
to each head of a family and 50 to each member -- those who h=ad
bought from the old settlers. Rev. William Martin bought from

am Stroud a plantation ‘of a-mile siuare, 640 acres, on the north
of B¢g Rocky Creek, on which he buflt a’rock house’and a rock
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j The place selected for a church was 2 mi’es east of
e Rocky Mount Road near the house now occupled by Mrs.
erguson. It is described as a log building, was burnt
iritish in 1780. See "Women of the Revolution" 3rd Vol-
ancy Green. Also, "Dr. Howe's History Presbyterian Church
o Church"™ - Mary Barkley. o .

©

Martin was released by Cornwallis at Winnsbero, owing to

| the country, he went to Mecklenburg, N. C. There he
rier, a refugee from Georgia, whose son, Isaac, he baptized;
o haV° been the first Presbyterian chlld born in Georgisa.
jer was arterwards the liinister at Sardis; was the father

!

G

11vin Grier, who was President for many y»ars of Erskine Col-

West, - and his son, VWm. Moffatt Grier, is ncw the President
lEge. ATter the war, when Mr, Ma*t*n returned to Rocky
yas employed as supply at Catholic for 3 years; he was dis-

e people of Catholic on account of becoming intemporate; he
not guit preaching; he preached .at a Stand or School-house
el's about a mile or two west of the place at which the
was afterwards built. He also went down to Jackson's
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wes also in the habit of crossing the Catawba River and
the house of Wm. Hicklin, who had moved from Rocky Cresk

t
r.
el congregation afterwards built him a
on2 formerly burnt, near the Rocky Mount rsaid,
recar of what 1s called larl's House,
rs now all cleared up and there is a negro's house now on
that hill where the church once was; in that hill and dale
can be sesn for miles. He must have continued to preach
near his death. I have frequently heard him preach at

s well as at my father's.
se was burnt down, it was in the early part of the night.
st of his property was saved. He sold his plantation for
0.00 of it to be paid a year, after his death his widow

iis payment. He had been three times married, but left no

s only daughter married John McCew, had died before him.

r his coming to this country, he took up eabout AOO acres

nd which he made a present to his nephews, Davis™and Wm.
Mrs. Gaston's. Mr. Martin often stayes at ny father's

a week at a time, I do not remember ever seeing him under
e of ligquor but once, that was one day he came in company
ns, it was a wet day. My mother with the assistance of
men, her servants, got him to the back door, and bringing
him to bed. She came out, I remember, with her face very
last visit he ever made to my Tfather, after crossing the

1 some way got his horse's head turned up the creek, he

the water, being o0ld and feeble, he was unable to rise.

1 by a Mr. Thraelskill, he was said to be in the act of

Mr. Thraelskill understood from him where he.

. My father sent for him and had him brought to the-

d fever, and lay there for more than a month, in the

fever he constantly quoted scripture. My mother becom-
sent for my father, thinking Mr. Martin was near his deat},
vered ,got able to walk; my father mounted him on a horse
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(* probably David)

. I recollect that Rachel.:: .
Covenantsr in that neighborhood and doubtless there were -

Ee frequently preached at other places, often at private.
church 2 miles from the -
on a bsauti- .
-ine grove of trees;:.
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Some two years before his death -
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Rev. James McKinney was the next in order.

bme s 1n at these crosses)

..3..

He soon again became confined to his bed and
in 1806.. He weas buried-in a grave yard

him home.
about six months,

i3 own house; whether there is a stone to mark it, I do not

though I have seen the grave.
no xnew him said to have been an able divine.

ounty Antrim, Ireland.

He was a large, heavy men, by
He came’ here
In the same party with him came my

his brother, Jas. Stinson, Wm Anderson, his wife, Nancy,

racy and wife, Elizabeth; I think the L1n s and DOSSlbly the

Mr., Martin owned two negroes, I recollect Savannah and

1ame . iy father owned three, so did some others oi the con-
Some who owned slaves refused, in 1800 to submit -to the
ions made by IMr. McKinney-and Vylie, believing that the script-
stified possession of the heathen, whom they as teachers were
ing and Christianizing; it would be.es cruel to free them as
a child out to be buffeted by the world.

ter writing this and the following sketches a pamphlet was

author of the sketches purporting to be "Reminiscesses of
written by Mr.
native of South
Reformed Presby-
This article’

o
-~

prmed Presbyterian Church in South Carolina",
a son he sunposed of the Rev., James Faris, a
a3 thess Remlniscences were published in "The
a monthly, from Pittsdburg, Penn.
exposing uhe many errors it contains. In this article it
rted that Mr. ¥McGarrah married himself; it was Mr. Martin, who
himself, and not Kr. ¥cGarrsah. This was a legal marriage ac-
to the laws of South Carolina, "those whom God Joined togethsr
man put asunder", found an easy acceptance here. Dlvorces

ver granted until aftsr Ruconstruction. Ve close this with an
e related to Mr. Martin, ¥When the "Red Ccats" evacuated
arolina, he was east of the Catawba River, Dreacnlng, as he
urning home, when nearing the residence of Mr. Lynn in Chester,
the lady of the house passing through the yard and called ouy.
stentorian style, "good news, great news, glorius newsj, woman,
tish have sailed from Charleston for England, and nay the ;

o with them",. ‘

SesS,

e next Minister of the Covenanters was Wm. McGarrah in 1791.
led on the north side of Beaver Dam, a branch of Big Rocky
His first wife died shortly after his coming, leaving one
r, married Henry Lynn. Mr. McGarrah marrying badly the

tlme was the cause of his being for a short time separated.
ond wife was Miss McCann; she was the mother of an illegiti-
ild, born before her marriage. She called it the child of
row and named it John Xirkpatrick. By the second marriage
sons, Jemes, William, Joseph and David, all long since removed
northwest. Mr. McGarran died about 1810 was buried in what
led Paul's graveyard; his wife died soon after and was buried
same place, The graveyard is -on Rocky Creek, 15 or 16 miles
Chester Village. More Covenanters are buried here than at

1er burial place in the South.

~ Where his residence
do not know; he served the congregation at the Brick Church
d in 1803, August and was buried at the Brick Church.

Ky
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Rev. King arrived here in 1792 -- he settled on the south side
of the Beaver| Dam, rear Mount Prospect Church, on the plantation now
owned by Mrs. Backstrom; he died in '98 and is puried at the Brick
Church. He left two children both daughters, one of whom married.
Abram White| and was the mother of Rev. W. G. Hhite, who is now pastor
at Tirzah apd Dougless Churches in Lancaster County. The other mar- -
ried to Archijpald McGurken and emigrated to Illinois. Hugh McQuiston
married the|widow of Rev. King; they had three children, a son and two
daughters.,| -=-they moved to Ohio.)

Rev. Thomas Donn2Ty was 1icensed to preach at Coldingham, Juﬁe

1799 -- he| settled first somevhere near Little Rocky Creex; he afier-
wards boughit |[Stephen Harrison's place on the north side of Big Rocky
Creek -- a jplantation now owned by lr. Geo. Heath. I recollect hear-

ing him prepch at a stand near his house some time in the year 1804,
He was the lorlly minister until the arrival of Mr. Riley in 1813, and
preached at] most of the churches that will hereafter be mentioned.
After the Clovenanters had generally removed from the country, Mr.
Dornelly preached at 0ld Richardson, a Presbyterian Church -- a por-
tion of the| time at his own house, there being some of his people
scattered iln|the country. He a2nd the elder Thomas McClurken married
two of the |sisters of David Smith this connection was numerous on :

Little Rocky |Creek. Mr. Donnelly s eldest son, Samuel, became a Pres-'i

byterian minister, now residing in Florida (deceased), nis father fre- .
quently visited hin when he lived at Liberty Hill, and presched in his -
son's churdh Mr. Donnelly died in 1847 - his family after his death
removed to |Illinois; it consisted of John, Thomas (who was married to-
John Cathcarp s aauzhter) and Kancy, she married in Illinois, Riley
Lynn, the son of Eenry. ¥Mr. Donnelly was buried at the Brick Church -

by the sidg of McKinney and King - his wife also at the same place.

The next minister, Rev. Jno. Riley, ceme into South Carolina in
1813, settled on the south side of Big Rocky Creek, about a half mile
of Martin's first church, the one burnt. He was a popular preacher;
his places of preaching were the Beaver Dam Church, the Brick Church,
and Richardson. He died in 1820, is buried at the Brick Church,
some distamnce from the other ministers -~ All have appropriate tomb-
stones. ' :

The Brick Church situated three miles from Pleasant Grove, on
the plantatign now cwned by John Hood -- all removed, nothing but the
graveyard left. There was a considerable emigration to this country
from Irelapd| after 1765, but whether this church was built before Mr.
King came,|or not, I do not know; it was first a log building, the
brick building was built about 1810,

Hugh HcMillan ceme to the section of country after 1786; his
brother, Daniel, came at the same time. Daniel and his f_mily went
into the Assiocliated Reformed Church. Hugh had sons, Daniel a mer-
chant, Johnh, David, James, Gavin and Hugh, the last two ministers of
the gospel| -- Covenanters. There was-a family of Coopers, another
named McKellvey, the Nesbits, the Hunter's, the Holliday's, wWilliam
Harbison, Robt. Hemphill, Dorrence Woodburn, Munford, NcQuiston and
many otherg, - I do not remembei,these however composed part of the
Covenanter|/'s Congregation. - James Wileon an elder was also a worship-
per here. B
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Th; Beaver Dam Church on a branch, on the Nofth side of. Big
C

ecek -- on the plantation now owned oy Stephen D. Hy Ferguson.

0

The cHurch was about a mile distant from Mr. King's and Mr./Garrah's,
when o¢rzanized I do not know, but probably about the time that Mr.

McGar:
the Ke
Lynn's
and mg

1

ah arrived in 1791. In the bounds of this congregation were
11's, the Ervin's, the Orr's, the Little's, the Rodman's’, the
.,/ the Bell's, the Ewing's and Blair's, John Rock, Paul .Guthrei
.nT others. _ Lo

.

he Richmond Church situated near the dividing line betwéen

Chest

r| and Fairfield Counties, probably built before 1800, here

worshipped the elder Jemes Cathcart and his son John, the Marshalls,
Richmpnds, Jim Hood, Alexander Kell, Sproals, Zugh Henry, licMaster,
Dan %Wright, David McMille, James Stormont, with others. RrRev, Maddon
was their pastor. ~ ‘

built

e McNineh Church situated three miles east of Chesterville,
aftsr 1813, at the expense of John-McNinch, himself, Of the

congregation, which, I think, was numerous, I now remember only a Tew,
the McNinches, the Whanis, and Andrew Crawford. .

atout

ThHe Smith Church was on Little Rocky Creek, on the south sidé%?.

miles west of Catholic Church. In this congregation were-:

several families namad Smith, They were relatives of Rev. Thomasf,
Donnelly. .

thresg
where

There was a church on Turkey Creek in York District (now couhﬁj)

miles west of McConnellviile on the Chester and Lenoir Railreoad,

!

Rev. Hugh McMillan preached one third of his time to the Wrights,

Wilsgns, et al.

We will now go back to the close of the Revolutionary War,

Martin!s church being burned, he preached as a supply to the congre-
gatign|of Catholic, through the years 1782, '83, & '84, at the same
time |visiting and preaching to different Societies of his own people -
as heretofore stated. In the year 1787, Matthew Lynn, of the As-
cociate Reformed Church, came out as a Missionary; the next year Rev,

Jame

Boyce came and commenced preaching at the school-house near

Edward| McDaniel's, afterwards at a stand where the Hopewell Church
now is. A large majority of the Covenanters at this time went into
the Associate Reformed Church -- leaving a Tew scattered over the
bounds| of the different congregations. From the year 1785 until

1822
Irel

there was a considerable emigration coming every year from
4. '

At the time that Mr. Riley came, in 1813, the congregations

were| pretty numerous, the restrictions on the subject of slavery took
a gopd many Covenanters out of the church, Mr. Riley received into
the cHurch Mrs. Hemphill (Isabella) and her sister, Mrs. Jane Cloud,
and her daughter, Mrs. Sarah Hicklin -- these ladies had been .mem-
bers| of Mr. Martin's church. He had baptized their children., and
each of them had a son called for him, they were received in the
Riinmond Church, notwithstanding their families were large slave-
holders. .

-

~

PR
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- Mr. McGarrah, when he was restored, preached for a few in

the Beaver |Dam Church -- but not after the arrival of Mr. Riley
in 1813, Mr. King preached at the Brich Church and probably at
other small Societies scattered over the country. . .

At the Brick Church, Mr. John McNinch was tried in the ... .
Session, mnd the congregation became dissatisfied with Mr. Donnelly,
which vasl.eventually the occasion of the churches of Smith and °
McNinch being built. \ )

John Orr emigrated to the United States between the years ~.°
1790 and [L800. He was a classical scholar and had taught school in
Ireland beflore coming out here -- it is said that the Rev, Samuel B.
Wylie and| Rev, John Black of Pittsturg commenced their literary
course with him in Ireland. ATter coming here he continued to:
teach, a gaod many young men started the classics with him, James
A. Hermphilll and Alex Curry, both afterwards vhysicians -- Rev., John
Kell, who|after teing prepared by John Orr went to Scotland, also
Judge Johh Hermphill of Texas, was emong his scholars. Mr. Orr had a
numerous family of sons and daughters; he removed from the state to
Indiarna in 1832, it was said that though over eighty years of age
he walked|every step to Indiana refusing to ride.

Rev.|Hugh McMillan commenced preaching in the year 1822, at
the Brick|Church where he had a large school for a number of Years,
also one third of his time he preaeched at the Turkey Creek Church R
in York, abput the same date Rev. Campbell Maddon commenced preaching
at the Ril~hmond Church and at e stend at Jonnie Orr's, he also N
taught e #chool, he had studied medicine before he came out here --
he spent 4 winter at Lexington , Ky., where he recelved a diploma,
he commeng¢ed the practice of medicine but did not live long; had
married a|Miss Cathcart, left children, a son and two daughters now
.1living in|Winnsboro. : .

Rev. |[Hugh McMillan must have left the country as early as 1831,
removing west., The Covenanters commenced emigrating soon after the
death of Mr, Riley and continued to do so from year to year until the
congregation became wveak.

( Nofie|by D. M, Little re-typing the abovel977: ERugh McMillan,
brother off Gavin, born in Chester District, S. C., Feb. 1794, grad-
uated from the University of Pennsylvania. Returning home, he was
elected Professor of languages in Columbia College. Determining to
consecratdg himself to the ministry, he entered the Philadelphia Reform-
ed Presbytierian Seminary, and in 1820 was licensed to preach. After
doing missionary work from Ohio to Scuth Caroline, he was ordained agd
installed [pgstor of Rocky Creek Brick Church in 1821. He was married
in 1822 tg Mary Ann Mcclurg of Pittsburg and was the father of three
children, {of whom two died in infancy. He taught classical literature
at the Brick Church for a number of years as.well as ministering to *
the congregdation there. He preached one-third of his time at the ~
Turkey Creek Church. He was a man of great ability and his antipathy
to slavery| soon made his location untenable, In the fall of 1828, on
his return flrom Synod, he visited his brother, Gavin, at Cederville, 0.,
and assisteq in serving the Lord's supper. The congregation was so
prleased wifth him, and since Gavin was Spending only one-fourth of his
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time| with them, they gave Hugh a call, unde;standing that .he wished
to regmove from Rocky Creek with as many of his congregation as
woulfl laccompany him and settle in the free states. Upon his return
to Rpcky Creek, and after consulting with the congregation,’ he
acceptied the call, and in April 1829, he and a good number Qf his
follpwers emigrated to Green County, Ohio. When he became pastor
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church &t Cedarv1lle, OHo in 1829,
there [were about 66 communicants, but within a few years with the
addition of his veodople from Rocky Creek, the congregation more than
doubled. The South Caroliniars formed the larger part of- the
congregation for the next thirty years.) , .

Revs. Fisher and Scott supplied the chruches in S. C. in

the [year 1832, that is during the winter of that year. nevs.
Black (and thaster in the winter of 1833, these were licentiates.
Revd Gavin McHillan was here in the Spring of 1832, and held
communion assisted by Fisher and Scott. John Kell in the Spring
of 1833 held communions assisted by Black and lickMaster.

The few Covenanters that remained, in time, went into the "
Assqciate Reformad Church. *Hugh Eenry is the only one I now
recgllect who remained 2 Covenanter till his death, which took .
plade|in 1867; his family are now in the Associate Reformed Church.

s. Maddon, her son and daughter have within a few years
conneg¢ted themselves with the same church.

*(Pe¢n| note found attached: ALl the Covenanters were gone to the "
northwest exceprt iir. Henry. A1l the children of this venable
patriarch had gone into the Associate Reformed Church and with
them he regularly attended church, but never became a communlcant.
(Henry's great-grandfather - his mother's grandfather) R
Es, |Hugh Henry, died Oct. 13, 1867, end his remains were leid in.
the |cemetery mile east of Rlchmond Church, by the side of his
wife. Their graves are enclosed in a substantial iron fence. In
June 1939 a marker was placed on site of this the Richmond Church -
it waB8 built in 1800. ) (D. M. L.)

Remarks:

In 1801 Messrs. McKinney and Wylie with other ministers and
elders of the church held a Presbytery at the house of John Kell. ..
One| of the Kell's owned a negro; at that time he probably was the
only Covenanter that owned a negro except those heretofore mentionz4d.
Mr.|Martin was asked what he -thought of slavery?. Hlis answer was
that he had a boy Bob who was unmanageable and for that reason he
had| sjold him.

Rev. Samuel W. Crawford was raised with in three miles of
Beaver Dam Church until he was 9.or 10 years of age. -.:In a letter
directed to me he states, while living at John nylie's he vient to
the| gpring to bring a pall of water, while there he heard a cow bell,
he [Lldoked and saw a negro driving a cow he vent to the house as
Tasit las his feet could carry hiry, he says, you may imagine what I
thought was. - I got no- sympathy, they merely said it was a negro
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belonging to some one, lately moved into the neighborhoqd, and as
I had nevgr|seen an African, you mxy know that they weré not
numerous in|that section; at that period but few of the sons angd

daughters (o
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white popul
byterian Gh
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eat acceptance, not only to his own people but other

with g#

deno iEations. Ee was a popular preacher, a fluent animated and
attractive speaker, a much beloved and respected pastor and a
univ r#ally esteemed neighbor and citizen. He had a wife but no

offs r&ng. He and Rev. Thomas Donnelly were intimate friends,
thel hole intercourse with each other being a living, practical
exposition of the 133rd Psalm. In 1836, the narrator heard Mr.
Donnglly preach in the Beaver Dam Church, and saw him on that
occa iPn administer the ordinance of Baptism to an infant, .the
parents being ¥r. J. Clark Lynn, the grand-son of Mr. licGarrah
and Mrs. Lynn, the daughter of Wwm. Ewing. Eleven years after-
ward e taught this child spelling, reading writing and arith-
meti¢,| and heard her daily reveat from memory a portion of the
larger| Catechism. She was intellectual, and died before reaching
maturity. This was the last time the walls of that old church
ever| echoed the sounds of salvation. The next Spring it's site
became| a portion of a large cotton field, the property or Mr.

Stephen R. Ferguson. (The narrator is Matthew Elder, D.M.L.)

What was afterwards the Brick Church, was originally Agur's
Meeting House, so called from some people of that name who lived ™ -
in the immediate vicinity and were the prime actors in its .
erection. The o0ld, dilapidated wooden building gave to a neat,
substantial brick edifice of fair proportions, displaying some
testp exterrally -in the painting and pencilling of the walls and. -

inte 1lly in the manner of arranging the-seats for -convenience
and pomfort, and in the improved forms of the pulpit. The material
was rnishad and the house built by the McClurkens, Covenanters.

Here| Mr. Donnelly preached for years. By those who ought to have
" been| competent judges, he was pronounced a fine scholar and an able
divi He had not the commanding qualitiss of Riley but his L
voic as free from all harsihness and sufficiently sonorous while ™
his nguage was chaste and appropriate. His reading was exten-:
sive| choice and varied; his memory retentive;  his mental training
thorpugh and his knowledge of the Scriptures critical and accurate.
All is contributed to render his preaching, which was generally
expository, profoundly instructive. Nature had given him a nose

consiiderably tavering towards the point and when preaching he had

a stirange habit of wrapping his handkerchierl tightly around four
fingers of his left hand and then with this comparatively hard
subsltance would give his nose two or three slight rubs on each side.
W. R. [Hemphill, afterwards an Associate Reformed preacher and dubed

- a D. D., whose perception of the ridiculous was very acute, noticing
this| floible, waggishly remarked that Father Donnelly sharpened his
nosel with his pocket handkerchief.

hortly prior to 1800 a recently married pair, Mr. Jno. McNinch
and his wife Isabel, came over from Ireland. They settled in the
suburbs of Chester, a little north of the tan-yard branch and on
the Wwest side of the Charleston Road, their house not being very
pretlentious in appearancse. He commenced merchandising on a small
but |safe scale and nis wife conducted a millinery establishment.
Indus
best House in Chester, and the most desirable site for business was
for (sale. Mr. McNinchidisbo§ed of the house he occuplied and

iry and economy soon gave them capital. In a few years the
a
i
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When prehching he had as strange a habit as Mr. Donnelly.

Immedi dely after commencing his sermon he would throw his left

foot a leg across his right and then bringing down his left foot
square| on the fléor, would throw his right foot and leg over. the
left, 4 this exercise would continue as regularly as the falling
of the| spheres until the sermon ended. In the pulpit he was-slow,
dull, notonous, chilling. Nelther the glories of the trans-
figuratilon, the melting theme of redeeming love, nor the agonies

of Gethsemene would move him. He appeared entirely destitute of
all empbtiional neture. _Out of the pulpit he was said to be more
than a|match for infidelity itself. The narretor knows by rpersonal
experience that he was a pleasant traveling couranion, occasionally
dropping frcm his mathametical storehouse a proposition suggested by
a turn Hn the road or scme other incident, thus affording f@qd for
the mi g of a student sceking recreation during college vacation,
and then while giving expression to scmething useful -and profitable
a smil Jof pleasure would play over and light up his otherwlse seem-
ingly erturable countenance. After spending with him two days
and tw

; %nights by the gay-side and at the Inn, he parted from him
ret. ‘ .
e

light first dawned on the Rev. Ebenezer Cooker, in embryo.:

in the ﬂmmediate vicinity of the Brick Church. His parental = - . -
educatfian and training were, es they always ought to be, savoring

of the| Sabbath and the sanctuary. His english, classical and ,
jcal studies were pursued under the direction of the Rev, . =

Hugh Mci{illan. After graduation he studied Theolegy with the o
Rev. Sen'l B. Wylie, D.D., He commenced preaching in 1829, spent .
a few nths among the Rocky Creek Covenanters, married Miss Jean
McMil end then went to Ohio, and afterwards to Indiana. In the
Sprin §f 1840, vhen the nerrator was paying a visit from Blooming-
ton tol Xenia he had the pleasure of meeting him near his own home, .

~ e

and riding with him four or five miles to his country seat. He -
no regular pastoral charge, a situation in which no minister
of the| gospel can long remain without seriously impairing, if not
entirelly ruining his usefulness. He made no pretensions to bril-
'liancy,ibut his pulpit exercises were moderately respectable and
comparied favorable with those of the religious fraternity to which

he bellonged. Nature, it is true, had denied him that graceful-
ness of |dictation and delivery which commands and attracts, but she
had malde ample compensation in the bestowment of other qualities

indispensibly necessary. As a minister of the gospel the field 1is
the world "why stand. ye here all the day idle®?” If his services
are ndt|acceptable in one place they will be in another.

The birthplace of Rev. Hugh McMillan was three miles west of
the Bxick Church. At the proper time, he entered the South
Carolilna College, and after grajuating taught for some years in the
upper |part of Union County, S. C. He then studlied Theology and

when 1licensed to preach was chosen to be.their pastor by the
congreggation in which he was reared. To these people he preached
two-tHirds of his time, and to a few families in York County.one-
third a§ & church called Turkey Creek, three miles east of Mcconnells-
ville, on the Chester and Lenolr Railroad. Immediately after his
settlegment he commenced teaching gnd continued to do so until he
thouglit |it best fqr'him and his people to emigrate to a free state,
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y‘in 1823 (sic. prob. 1828) he and -a nortion of them

ia, Ohio, and the remainder followed as soon as possible.
his reputation was enviable and except Mr. Riley, the

As a

n every other respect his own congregation considered -
ed. In sermonizing he was very systematic, ennouncing
ing through his exercise or- introduction stating distinct-
i he would pursue in the discussion of the subject end
ncing the proposition he intended to illustrate, as first.
this his style was didectic or conversational, his vodice
pd his positicn almost stationary; but when he had utter-
tences of his sermon proper he commenced pacing the:. floor
t and except the time occupied in laying down his "~
irdly, etc., the exercise continued until the end of

e. During the delivery of about the rirst third of:each
he called it, the sourd of his voice was pleasant, but
umed a strange singsong tone which detracted very much
voreble effect it might otherwise have gproduced. His

Lon Christ cleansing cf the leper, ard paying tribute to

| wicked as Nero himself, were models of their kind.
Riley,the scholarly Donnelly, and the amieble Hugh Mc-

Millan , defended the peculiarities of their dencmination with .
fidelity and zeal, but could never stoop to ridicule and abuse. In
the Sprin f 18,0, the narrator visited Xenia, Ohio, and attended
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here ifr. McMillan and his people worshipped. Seeing

the same preacher and bteholding the szme people about

seemed to whisper the interrogatvory in his ear, are you.
in the Brick Church? '

Fall of 1829 two licentiates, Fisher and Scott, were

ky Creek to preach to the remaining Covenanters. They
merchant, Daniel McMillan. In the Spring of 1830, Rev.
lan visited the place of hls rativity, preached two or .
ths and had communion at the Brick Church, assisted by
robationers. On Saturday vreceding the communion Sab-
ouds were ominous and Mr. Fisher prayed for favorable
On Sabbath morning the heavens were dark and from 11

il 3 o'clock, April showers occasionally fell. The
ensely crowded. Rev. Gavin McMillan preached the action
h was long. His manner was exceedingly earnest, vehement-
d when combatting, what he called error or refuting ob-
indicative as an enraged yellow-jacket. He then fenced
teking up the Decalogue in detail and dwelling at great
ach precept of the moral code detarring himself and every
notwithstanding the stringency of the terms when the
was offerred to intending communicants to rill up the
acramental host was numerically respectable. When

on exercises were over Mr. Fisher rose to preach the
mon. Like Elihu he was full of matter and dealtkhe
ers of Sinai with an unsparing hand. Either forget-
knowing that not a few for want of horses to ride, had
her that morning, he manifested no disposition to say. ~
The sun not showing himself through openings in the
unced that he was not 30 degrees above the western hor-
. Dan Wright , who had ten miles to ride, alarmed at the
the hour, rose. from her seat, went quickly to the door
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and calling the foot-boys, audibly said, "It seems as if some
people 111 never learn any sense, we will give them a brief
lesson,jcome.boys, let's go", when she and they wended their way
homeward. The Fisher of men immediately dropped his piscatory

tackle, land the scene closed. :

r. Fisher was fully six feet high, had long arms and large .
. On entering the pulpit he composed himself for a brief

, |TOSe, reverently, invoked the divine blessing, read the

of psalmody he intended the congregation to sing as their

eaf or refer to a text, by way of proof, never drew them
from their concealment until he wes ready to sing. He was able

in pr r, studied and prepared his sermons very carefully, de-
liver them with commending deliberation end telling effect.
Unfortunately he thought he was very learned -- and perhaps he
was -- and when preaching he manifested a propensity towards

.ion in that direction which sometimes rendered him, al- .
ﬁdiculous. Two of his sermons, one from the text, "It L
ord worthy of all acceptation", etc., and the other his
valedictory from the text, "See that ye fall not by the vay",

very mhgterly productions, in them was no ostentation, but a

dying man prsaching to dying men and a spiritual guide exhibit-

ing the |beauties of trotherly love. We thought of the nightin-

gale and glow worms, England's heavenly Bard. ’

ev. Scott was a handsome young man, graceful, had an
agreeable voice, his manner was pleasing, his delivery fine,
n0ly preached for the edification of his hearers, had Hs
lways properly ad justed and never missed his mark. He
. was content to follow Phillip i{felanchthon at a very respectful °

In the Fall of 1830 two other licentiates, Black and McMasters
were sgnt to preach to the Rock Creek Covenanters. They were lodg-
ed with merchant Dan'l Lic¥Millan, and remained during the Winter.

The Kellls were singular in their manner and habits; of them were
three [bnothers, Alexander, Thomas and John. Alexander never went

to church Summer or Wwinter without his overcoat, except one day,

and on| that occasion was thoroughly drenched with rain. He and
Thomas| were farmers, John became a preacher. His academical studies
were dinected by old Mr. John Orr; he graduated at Glasgow, Scotland,
studief Theology, was licensed, came home a preacher and at an early
day settled at Princeton, Indiana. In the Spring of 1831, he visit-
ed his| birthplace, preached two or three Sabbaths and assisted by the
aforesald probationers, dispensed the Lord's Supper at the Brick
Churchl. The day of the communion was lovely and exercises were
conducited at the Stand. The audience was large. The Rev, Kell
preachpd the action sermon, which was tedious, debarred and invited
as usual, served the first table and when he had given the symbols

to the| communicants at the second table became very pale and sick.

He turped to the Stand and said one of the young men will serve out
the taplle, then immediately.lay down. Mr. Black looked at Mr. '
McMasters and beckoned hima;orwardK Mr. McMasters, after a
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returned the compliment.: Mr.

himself equal to the emergency. He rose and made

When the table was cleared, it was
lir. Kell put the elements in to

of the communicants, then again lay down. kr. Black .

2ddress, at the close of which, he returned thanks, sang-.

praise, pronounced the berniediction and this was the . -

last commn

The |
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‘had a wil

Rev. John Kell hed a large frame and on it was a suf-
DI
of
tobacco ip

nion the Covenanters ever solemnized in South Caroling."

g He - -
wondering look, ‘wore a wig, and generally spoke with -
nis mouth. iS a preacher, he was nondescript. At

flesh and muscle to weigh two hundred pounds.

a vast expense of pcwer, he appeared to draw every word he '
uttered flrdm some unfathomable depth and then let it drop half |

smothered

interesting,

firom nis lips. He wes generally tedious but not un-""
especially to those who understood and appreciated

Scotch-Irfish pronunciation, which, to some extent, he still re-

tained.
gospzl to
civilized

his extensi

He liked to dwell on the universal adaptation of the

every c¢lass of the human family, contrasting the most
geTined and polished people with the Great 1jogul and-
ve empire. it his home he was hospital, kind

accommodgting end withal tried to be witty, saying.to the

narretor,

olina", and pressing him to try some.

wife, Duy
reward .

Rev
Irishman|
arms were

stance whi

tGresns in this country are not so bitter as in Car-
He had a paragon of a

they were childless. He has long since gone to his

John Mcifaster was of medium size, a warm-nearted
nd a real pony in the endurance of fatigue. His
00 short and thick for his coat sleaves, a circum-
h ennoyed him very much in preaching. Fe was alweys

trying t9 lenguhen nhis arms by attempting to force his coat
sleav_es pward he never could accomplisnh. In after years,
he completely remedied this defect by wearing a coat with
sleaves sdapted to the length and size of his arms. He was
modest, wnassuming and very companionable; he had intellect

and learning and used them judiciously. His preaching qual-
ities were| above mediocrity, but he never assumed to Xmow 1it.
The people| of Wwalnut Hill, Prairie, Ill., appreciated his worth
and called| him to become their pastor. He accepted and served

to disti

hfully until he thought it prudent to be the successor
vl. Gilbert lecilaster, D.D., at Princeton, Indiana,
haps a year ago his earthly career terminatved.

Rev. andrew Black was born at Pittsburg, Pa., being
D

. Black who resided there. He commenced preaching
roung; he was exceedingly nearsighted, being com-

se continually double concave glasses to enable him
uish his surrounding, but if nsture by malformation

of his visual organs had given him distorted images of external

things,

by the bepsitowal of superior mental endownments.

rather no images at all, she had ample compensation
The ingenuity-

of man hhs invented an effectual remedy for the defective vision

intellec

:

ual culture developed his natural capacities into the

| he was affected, but if mind be wanting no adequate

has evar been.found).carsful study and untiring

most enaréetic powers; _hence those nice discriminations; that
riehnes% ?f diction, those begutiful thoughts, that incomparable
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- freshness of expression and that superior DOliSh and.finish which
characterized all his pulpit exhibitions. - But Death loves a
.shining mark, and in a few years, the King of terrors claimed
him as |a v1ctim. He passed away and over his mortal remains
for half|a century the wailing winds have sung their requiem.u

Among the first Covenanters who settled on the Beaver Dam
Creek ¥as Paul Guthrie, of Lancaster County, Penna. He raised
a very|respectable famlly of sons and daughters. Mrs. Mary -
Sledge|of Chester, krs. Dr. J(?). Hicklin of Easconville, Mrs®.’
Ellen Graybell? of Mecklenburg, K. C., Miss S. Jane & Mr. R. B.
Guthri¢ of Guthriesville, S. C., are his grandchildren. N

The territory occupied by the Covenanters vias perhaps le
miles Ln length and from 4 to 10 in width. within this same
area and in close proximity to them , many Assocciate Reformed:
and General Assembly Fresbyterians. These to their silwvent
Sabbatqs, worshipned with the Covenanters; but the latter did
not regciprecate the favor,. occasional hearing being with them
a censhnable offence; and if persisted in, the offender was re-

buked,| suspended and expelled. "You ney come to us", said
Rev. McGarrah to his very near issociate Reformed nelghbor r.
John Lynn, "but we will not go to you". ir. Lynn, whose broth-

er was| Mr. McGarrah's son-in-law, thought this a "hard saying".

Near the center of their territory, on the East side of
Big Rocky Creek, was the residence of the Rev. Thomas Donnelly;
and for |the size of it, his plantation was the best on the creek.
The nafrrator was 1nt1mat= with the family. Kecessity compelled”
him to piay pedagogue for thirty years, during eight of these he
taught| 4 flourishing Snglish and Classical school at Cedar Shoals
Acadeny, six miles Zast of Mr. Dcnnelly's home. Early in the
mornifg, of the day, avpointed for one of his examinations, kr.
Donnellly put in his appesarance to the no small terror of those .

- who thought they had a trying ordeal to pass on that occasion.
He was welsomed by the teacher and invited to take a chair.
The eXamination proceeded end by and by the teacher requested
Mr. Ddnnelly to propound the questions and take the examination
pretty much in his cwn hand. He did so, and in a short time
his ggntle manner and encouraging words had won their way to every
heart, Confidence took the place of fear and pleasure beamed
from gvery countenance. At the close, a little girl between 6
and 7 |years of age read a chapter in the Bible so admirably as to
cause |the "old veteran of the Cross" to bring his hands together
and shout, "well done". The spectaters, the patrons, the pupils
and the| teacher went home delighted with the visit of Mr. Donnelly.

'th—(l-i

To| many, a Covenanter always has been, and is yet a creature
of the lmagination. A Presbyterian elderly man, a Mr. Frazer
had o¢casion to visit Catholie Church on business,. He lodged
with family living near Mr. Donnelly's.  Incidently the name
and calling of the Covenanter neighbor became the theme of con-
versatipn. "A Covenanter", sald lir. Frazer, "is something I
have pever seen and which I know nothing". "I must see hirm'and
suiting his action to the word paid lr. Donnelly a visit. After
a few|general remarks, he made known his business and requested
Mr. Dpnnelly to give him a brief outline of this Creed.




Mr. Dpnnelly, in a summar
of the Vest 1nster Confession of
points in old relief, mentioned

advented t
‘Church Ses
and was si
first rate
terian ot

3 The n
Prophets,

January 28,

o)

e
P
h

I

nt.

rator adds,
they live

1886.

"v{hy“
resbyterian".
e first water"!

- 16 -

"Yes" s

2

"The fathers where are they?

forever?n . -

.

Y menner, ran over the 23 chapters
Faith, bringing out. the @octrinal
the Catecnisms
}thelr chu¢ch polity including Synods
ions, and the Directory for public and
exclaimed Mr. Frazer,

Shorter and Longer,
Presbyterian,. and -
private worship

"you would make a

replied mr. Donnelly, "a Presbf-

and the

Mary J. Elser

© .7 "Cemetery Marker
A South Csroiine IZisiorical
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ford-Stover cross-rczds lest Fri-
day. The inscription reads: “Kere
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In “behalf ot the commumty,
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