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‘White Family Still Occupies Ancestral

' Home Built More Than 100 Years A

House Has Colorful | ;

History, Dating
| Back To 1838

BY ELIZABETH REED

{

One hundred and ten vears old— |

yet admirably adapted for gracious
and comfortable modern living—
that is the White home on East
White street.

The beautiful 14 room home, built
in 1838 by George and Ann Hutch-
ison White, has been occupied by
‘four successive generations of
Whites.

George and Ann Hutchison White
lived in a little house in the yard

while the main house was construct- |
ed. It was built in three parts—the

east section, the west section, and
a wing, now used as an office. The
upstaire rooms are on two levels.

, George and Ann Hutchison White
had four children: Andrew Hutchi-
son White, father of B. J White
and Hiram H. White, the present

owner; the Rev. James S. White,
father of James S. White, Sr., of
Baluda street: (the home of the

Rev. James White was where the |
present. A. & P. Store now stands): |
Mary E. White, who never married
and died in 1926 at the age of 88;
and Mrs. Adelaide Witherspoon who
lived where St. John's Methodist;
church now stands. ,
Furnishings {

Each article of furnishing |
meaningful with history. A massive
secretary and a very large platter
were articles left by Charleston ref-
ugees fleeing when Sherman's March |
to the Sea threatened to deqtro”
that city. Many of the refugees!
found that the heavy articles
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mht with them had to be left sanitary the goblets were presented

behind because of their weight.

, Other precious articles were sent'
from Boston and New York by Hi-
sam Hutchison, a brother of Ann.

White. He represented a cotton | the home,
" firm in the east and bought for the
pink | teresting

home a rare and beautiful
Wedgewood pitcher, a silver water |
set with insulated pitcher, and an

bet-Pelton and Company.” ,
- Ebenezer Communion Service
. Most interesting of all the articles

to the Whites and now stand on the
dining room mantel.
The Prophet's Chamber
Of all the stories connected with
the one concerning the
Prophet's Chamber s the most in-

Mrs. Ann White must
have been a most remarkable wo-
man. In the davs before hotels

were known in towns as samll as
Rock Hill was then, Mrs. White
furnished and set aside an upper

| chamber for the sole use of visit-

fn the home associated with Hiram | ing ministers to the town—-of any

Hutchison are
These were presented by him m|
Ebenezer Presbyterian

- churches sometime before
. When the church adopted the indi- |

church, | The
mother of Rock Hill's Presbyterian | rived

two silver goblets. | denomination

Inspiration for nammeg the room
Prophet's Chamber was
from
set aside a

certain room of her

,Lvldull communion service as more | home for the exclusive use of the
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2 Kings 4:8-9, which!
1850. | relates how a woman of Shunem

,The White Home

visiting ministers to go and come
as they chose. Inside was maple
furniture brought by ox cart from
Charleston. Over the door was a
scroll with the Biblieal inscrip-
tion which gave Mrs. White the
idea of setting the room aside for
ministers, On a table was a book |
where each minister might write |
his name, the date of hig visit and
any message he sought to leave
| behind himm. The room was fitted
to the needs of the visitor even
to a stand for a jar of shoe black-
ing and a brush for its applica-
tion. The first minister to use
the room was
Bishop—1838. Names of earlier vis-
{ itors are almost erased by time—

but some of those using the room |
William M. Anderson,

include
| 1888 Georae W. Gardner, 18@7 R
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the high tariff rates of 1832, Rock
{ Hill women (no doubt inspired by
| Ann White) resolved to buy no more
| imported good and to make all ar-
ticles of clothes on their own spin-
' ning wheels and looms. As a con-
sequence in the early days of the
| home, a group of them gathered
one day with Mrs. Ann White with
[xamples of their weaving. The day
spent in plecing together a
quilt which has been known over
the century as The Nullification
Quilt, It is remarkably well pre-
served. The lining is made of a
very coarse white homespun and
the design has some 15 or 20 dif-
| ferent patterns of material—evi-
| dently as clear in color today as
when dyed by walnut or poke ber-
1y.
e e

was

LCounTy

" gl
About 25 vears ago the home was
extensively remxdeled and modern-
ized. The separate stairway lead-
ing to the Prophet's Chamber was
removed and a number of other
alterations were made.

At the same time the grounds
were planted with azaleas—the first
| nf the many thousands of beautiful
ones which now flourish in the city.
Some of these are now 12 to 15 feet
in height. Most of them are of the
tall variety—the Indicas.

Still standing, a few feet removed
from the
of the slave time era. It was built
of logs with huge seven foot fire-
place. A narrow brick walk leads
from the kitchen to the main part
of the house

At the time of Sherman's March
through Lancaster he sent a patrol
out to burn and pillage the Rock
Hill section. By

‘was a Mason and Mrs. Ann White

today looking substantially as it has for the past 110 years. The double:‘
when the house was built. (Staff Photo by Roberts.) }
W. Banders, 1888; F. R. Beattie,
Prophet Elisha. 1889: Wm. McCully, 1890: and W.
, The Prophets Chamber was g wmMeElwaine, Kochl, Japan, 1889
' reached by a second stairway which The Nullification Quilt
made the room private enough for ; A, the result of agitation over

was able to use her influence eas
the widow of a Mason to have
the men spare her home. Incident-
ally the hospitable home was used
by many weary and war worn Con-
federate soldiers making their way
from home to the Virginia battle-

| fields

Shortly after the house was built
the Southern Railroad was con-
structed through the hamlet known
later as Rock Hill. Mr. White tells
today that one of the dividends
paid stockholders in the railroad
company was a vearly pass to Au-
gusta on the new line.

{This is one of a series of ar-
ticles on York Couniv homes).

house, is the old kitchen

a fortunate clr-!_
cumstance the leader of the group |
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